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COMMIBSION INVRSTIGATES AZERBAYDZHAN PUBLIC HRALTH CONDITIONS

In February, a special commission appointed by the Deputy Minister of
Public Health USSR, M. K. Kovrigina, conducted a survey to determine the
public heelth situation in Azerbaydzhan SSR. The survey covered the Minis-
try of Public Heslth Azerdaydzhen 8SR, ten scientific research institutions
anéd medical schools, and more than 200 ‘herapeutic-prophylactic and sani-
tation-vpidemiological enterprises in Baku &and 13 rayons of the Repubdlic.

Several days were spent listening to reports of K. ¥Ya. Farndzheva,
Minister of Pudlic Health Azerbaydzhen 8SR, and other personnel of the
Mmnministretion.

In 2943, the Ministry of Public Health with the assistance of the Cen-
tral Committse of the Party and the Couneil of Ministers of Azerbaydzhan
improyed the medical service available to the population and succeeded in
decreasing the number of general patients and occupaticnal disease cases
enong 0il field workers. Recurrert typhus vao ccapletely wiped oul, .hil:
malaria cases were cut by about 45 psrcent. Forty-five municipal hospitals

have rnited with 60 diepensaries and polyclinice, thus improving the medical
i service. The organization of municipal =znd rayon departmente of public
health has boen improved. All have competent dv:tors om their staffs.

In spite of the general over-all improvement of the medical service, \
| thers ere etill scme very noticeable defecis. Poo., distribdution of hospitel !
; bads is the cause 07 inefficient functions. The mortality rate is high ir a

great meny discases, such as aocute pneumonia and diphtheria. Pathologico-

anatomic eervice 3 poor, except in Baku. Implementation of a recent dscree

of the Ministry of Public Bealih USSR for the reorganization of publis health
gervices in rural communitiea 1s progressing slowly. In many areas gensral
practitioners are doing specialized work, end frequently the people have no
apec’alist's aid.

by The comuiseion found that medical perscrnnel were not being asaigned
propsrly, mervover, their training was uneatiasfactory.. Medical schoole
and scientific researcn insiitutes d1d not cooperate witi tke Ministry of
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Publie Health in solving various importan’ prodlems. 'ihe Jo-called institu-
ticne. for the advancement of doctors frequently did not femillarize thelr
ctudents with contemporary Soviet medical achievemente.

The commission recommended that the Ministry of Public Health for the
Republic bs completely reorganized. Particuler attention is to be glven
to increasing Minlsterial control over 1ts branch offices. The Minletry
} of Public, Health for the Republic in cooperation with Party and professional
wnion crganizations 15 charged vith the duty of improving the ideological-
political training of medical workers. There must also be a reorganization
of the operation of medical schoole and scisrtific research Institutes with
a-view toverd fulfilling the practical needs of the Public Health Bervice.

The commission suggested that unification c¢P hospitals ané polyclinics
“bp completed by: 1 June 1949. It set 1 Beptember 1040 as the date by which
rayon hospitale were to be reorganized. In accordance with Decree No 396,
ohild ‘welfare is to be improved. Special efforts must be made in August
1949 ‘to ‘sliminate. parasitic typhus and to decrease greatly intestinel
*diseases and maiarial 1ncidences.

B o Daputy m.nlater Kovrigina urged that the commission's recommendetions
T e canpleted by the fourth guarter of 19%9. -
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